
Mussels or 
Clams

Is the shell in 
2 halves?

Does the minibeast 
have a shell?

Diptera fly  
larvae

Does the minibeast 
have a segmented 

body

Does the minibeast 
have 3 or more 
pairs of legs?

Yes

Yes

The Aquatic insect swims 
strongly on the surface or 

comes to the surface regularly

Yes

One Three

Yes

Yes Yes

Yes No No

Yes

No

The aquatic insect 
swims or craws on the 

bed or bottom 

No

No

No

Does the minibeast live 
on the surface of the 
water or come to the 

surface regularly?

See Aquatic insects
Does the minibeast 

have 3 pairs of 
joned legs?

Does the minibeast 
have 5 or more 

pairs of joned legs?

Water strider/ 
pond skater, 

Water boatman, 
Aquatic Beetle

Crustacea, 
Freshwater 
hoglouse, or 
Freshwater 

shrimp

Aquatic insects

Alderfly  
larvae

How many ‘tails’ 
does it have?

Stonefly larvae 
or Beetle larvae

Does the minibeast 
have obvious 

‘tails’ (these may 
look like hairs or 

blades)?

Mayfly larvae or 
Dragonfly larvae

cased or 
caseless 

Caddisfly Larvae

Two

Fantastic Minibeasts

Using the chart below, see if you can identify your fantastic minibeast! You can use your picture sheet to guide you too...

Freshwater  
Leaches

Yes NoDoes the minibeast 
have a sucker?

Worms

No

Snail or
Limpet


